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Update: High Density Developments

By Kate Bolen

Ashby
High-Rise

Houston’s city council voted to de-
lay for 90 days an ordinance that could
force developers of the high-riseat 1717
Bissonnet at Ashby to severely modify
or abandon their plans.

The ordinance calls for traffic im-
pact studies for high density projects
whose traffic exits onto two-lane, two-
way roads.

Mayor Bill White said the delay was
not a ploy to derail the ordinance but to
improve it. White alsosaid he still stands
behind residents’ efforts to stop devel-
opers Matthew Morgan and Kevin
Kirton from continuing their project.

“My message to the [Buckhead]
developers ... you better stop this thing

because I'm go ing to stop it unless you stop it,”

White said.

Council Member

Clutterbuck was the only council
member to vote against the 90-day
delay. Clutterbuck has been the
voice forthe Southampton and Bou-
levard Oaks communities regard-
ing the high-rise.

“I am hopeful that this ordi-
nance will help retain the integrity
of our residential neighborhoods,
while still allowing for higher den-
sity development that is appropri-
ate for residential neighborhoods.,”
Clutterbuck said.

A hold has also been placed on
all activity surrounding the high-
rise during the 90-day delay. This
includes the return of all submis-
sions for permits and requests made
by the developerstothecity. Deputy
Director Andy Icken said he plans
to rescind all approvals that hap-
pened prior to Nov. 7. Icken also
notified Morgan and Kirton that
they cannot initiate meetings orany
walk-thru reviews during this time.

Morgan and Kirton’s request to
continue with their second traffic
impact analysis was also denied.

Morgan said the ordinance, as it
is written now, would have a nega-
tive impact on development in
Houston.

Kirton said they are disap-
pointed in the city because the pro-
posed ordinance is obviously tar-
geting their project.

“It’s terribly unfortunate for
Houston that the City is heading in
this direction,” Kirton said. “The
national real estate investmentcom-
munity surely is taking notice, and
that can’t be good for the future of
development in Houston.”



